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Dear Parents and Guardians of Middle School and High School Students: 

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Mark Toback, and I are sponsoring our annual 
"Community Forum". This anti-drug initiative is specifically designed to provide parents 
and guardians of middle and high school students with updated information about the 
most current drug trends including opiates and prescription drug abuse in our community 
and New Jersey. The Superintendent and I believe that effective communication and 
education can help Township residents to overcome this most challenging issue. I believe 
as your Mayor that this is the most important issue facing the young population of our 
community. For that reason, we strongly encourage you and your middle and high school 
aged children to attend this very important event. 

This year's "Community Forum" is graciously sponsored by the Wayne Education 
Association, the Albert Anthony Kayal Foundation and the Wayne Alliance for the 
Prevention of Substance Abuse and will be held on Wednesday, May 29th, 2019 from 
7pm-9pm at the Wayne Valley High School auditorium located at 551 Valley Road. 

This year's program will feature former pro basketball player Chris Herren who will speak 
about his addiction and recovery. A basketball legend from Fall River, Mass. , and a 
McDonald's All-American, Mr. Herren seemed destined for successful college and pro 
careers. But, at age 18, he started using cocaine which eventually led to heroin use over 
the next 14 years. In re90very since 2008, he became a motivational speaker and founded 
"The Herren Project" to help .others with recovery. Mr. Herren is now looking to the 
younger generation to continue his work. That's why in 2012, ''The Herren Project" 
launched "Project Purple" which encourages students to embrace the message of 
education and awareness of substance abuse. 

Additionally, because we believe that your input is vital to the success of this program, 
there will be a question and answer period immediately following the presentations. 

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, May 29th at Wayne Valley High School. 
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Mark Toback, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


